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(57) ABSTRACT

A process for making perforations in a plastic film material to
be used in a package for products prone to decay, in which the
surface area of the perforations made in a defined surface area
of the plastic film material must have a predetermined value,
which process has the following steps: A. making of one
perforation or a number of perforations in the defined surface
area of the plastic film material, B. measuring the surface area
of the perforation or of the number of perforations made in
step A, C. calculating the difference between the predeter-
mined perforation value minus the surface area of all perfo-
rations present in the defined surface area, D. if the difference
is smaller than a first predetermined reference value, stopping
the making of perforations in the defined surface area of the
plastic film material, or if the difference is larger than the first
predetermined reference value repeating the steps A to C until
the difference is at most equal to the first predetermined
reference value.

17 Claims, No Drawings
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PROCESS FOR MAKING PERFORATIONS IN
A PLASTIC FILM MATERIAL

PRIORITY CLAIM TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a national stage application under 35
U.S.C. §371 of PCT/EP2008/003446, filed Apr. 29, 2008,
published as WO 2009/132663 Al on Nov. 5, 2009, which
application and publication is incorporated herein by refer-
ence and made a part hereof in its entirety.

The invention relates to a process for making perforations
in a plastic film material to be used in a package for products
prone to decay, in which the surface area of the perforations
made in a defined surface area of the plastic film material
must have a predetermined value.

Such a process is known from EP-A-1 332 089.

According to this known process the total surface area of
the perforations per package is defined based upon the type
and quantity of products to be packed. Based upon that infor-
mation, the perforation device, such as a laser beam perfora-
tor is controlled in such a way that the number of perforations
and the surface of each perforation results in the total perfo-
rated surface area to be obtained per package.

By means of this process relatively good results have been
obtained although is was not optimal. This is due to the fact
that it is accepted that by controlling the perforating device in
a defined way a perforation of a defined shape and surface
area will be obtained. In practice it has been found that this is
not correct. In a number of situations the perforating device
fails to work completely according to expectations which is
especially the case with the commonly used laser beam per-
forating devices. In other situations the shape or surface area
of the perforation is different from the expected shape and
surface area as set by the control system. This can be due to
different reasons, such as a deviation in the plastic film mate-
rial quality, fluctuations in the speed of movement of the
plastic film material during the perforating action and varia-
tions in the perforating performance of the perforating device
itself, for instance as caused by intensity variation of the laser
beam.

Itis therefore an object of the invention to provide a process
of the above identified type in which the total surface area of
the perforations is more accurately controlled than in the
known process.

This object is achieved by means of a process having the
following steps:

A. making of one perforation or a number of perforations in
the defined surface area of the plastic film material,

B. measuring the surface area of the perforation or of the
number of perforations made in step A,

C. calculating the difference between the predetermined per-
foration value minus the surface area of all perforations
present in the defined surface area,

D. if the difference is smaller than a first predetermined ref-
erence value, stopping the making of perforations in the
defined surface area of the plastic film material, or if the
difference is larger than the first predetermined reference
value repeating the steps A to Cuntil the difference is at most
equal to the first predetermined reference value.

In this way it becomes possible to check the real surface
area of the perforation or perforations made in the plastic film
material and thereby obtain the right perforation value in the
package.

The surface area of each perforation made can be measured
in different ways. A convenient way for doing so is to make a
photographic picture of each perforation made and based
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upon that to calculate the surface area of that perforation. This
value can be stored in an digital electronic calculating and
control device. Another way is to compare the photographic
picture of the perforation with a number of standard perfora-
tions stored in the calculating device and based upon that
comparison define which standard perforation is the closest to
the photographic picture of the perforation made which auto-
matically defines the surface area of the perforation made as
being equal to the surface area of the selected standard per-
foration. The surface areas of all perforations made in the
defined surface area of the plastic film material are added in
the digital calculating device and also compared to the pre-
determined value. This value is defined based upon the type
and quantity of products to be present in the package and is in
fact based upon the measurement of the respiration of the
productitself before this product will be packed. In the known
process the definition of film permeability and surface area of
micro perforations is based upon average theoretical respira-
tion values. However it is proven that the real respiration
values can differ with more than 50% during the seasons. So
it is necessary to base the surface area of the perforations upon
measurement of the actual respiration of the products.

The defined surface area of the plastic film material can be
either any reference value which can be used, such a one
square meter or the like, or it can be the total surface area of
plastic film material to be used in each individual package. If
needed this value can be corrected in view of the portion of the
plastic film material in the package which cannot be in contact
with the products in the package. In fact this means the
surface area of plastic film material which actually separates
the products from the environment. In this way some parts are
excluded out of the total surface area of the film material used
such as parts used as a hand grip or outside of the seams which
cannot contribute in the exchange of air between the interior
and the exterior of the package. In other cases it is also
possible to take into account the part of the surface area which
is in fact covered by a tray or the like as frequently used in
such packages for supporting the products.

In the digital electronic processor the difference between
the surface area of all perforations made in the defined surface
area of the plastic film material is deducted from the prede-
termined value of the required total surface area of the perfo-
rations and this difference is compared to a first predeter-
mined reference value. This first predetermined reference
value may be zero or a value very close to zero, corresponding
for instance to the smallest possible perforation which can be
practically made by the perforating device used.

If the difference is larger than that first predetermined
value, one or more additional perforations can be made in the
same defined surface area and the calculation process is
repeated until the difference is lower that the first predeter-
mined reference value. IN order to obtain a difference of
almost zero, the additional perforations made may have a
smaller surface area, which may be done by controlling the
perforation device in the right way. Whether or not perfora-
tions with reduced surface area are made can be made depen-
dent upon a second comparison with a second predetermined
reference value. As soon as the difference becomes smaller
than that value perforations with a reduced surface area will
be made. As long as the difference is bigger than that second
value perforations with a standard setting of the perforating
device are made.

It is common practice to use perforations in this type of
packages which have a general circle shape with a diameter
between 10 and 250 micrometer. The size and shape of the
perforation is dependent upon the perforating device. In case
of a laser beam system the diameter is controlled by the
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intensity of the laser beam. The shape may be round but due
to the speed of the plastic film material along the perforating
device, this shape may become more oval.

In the above disclosed approach it is accepted that the
surface area of each perforation is measured and used for
calculations. In a convenient process it may also be done in
such a way that not all the perforations are measured, but that
with a defined interval either in time or in distance a perfora-
tion is measured. This allows a less complicated electronic
device to be used, as the speed of processing can be substan-
tially reduced.

The above disclosed approach is also completely based
upon the assumption that the total surface area of all perfora-
tions effectively present in the package define the air transfer
rate (ATR) between the interior and the exterior of the pack-
age. In practice this is not completely correct in that the ATR
through a perforation is directly related to the surface area of
that perforation, which means that the ATR through one big
perforation is larger than through a number of small perfora-
tions with the same surface area of the big perforation. This is
partly due to transition effects taking place at the edges of the
perforations and may also be dependent upon the quality of
the edges, for instances straight edges compared to irregularly
shaped edges.

In order to improve the accuracy of the perforating system
the digital calculating system can be designed in such a way
that for the comparison of the required surface area of the
perforations and the predetermined value of the surface area
of the perforations the ATR is used as a correction factor so
that a more reliable value is obtained.

In an article written by V. Ghosh and R. C. Anantheswaran:
Oxygen Transmission Rate Through Micro-perforated Films:
Measurement and Model Comparison, published in Journal
of Food Process Engineering 24 (2001), pages 113-133 ithas
been disclosed that it is not the Air Transmission Rate (ATR),
but the Oxygen Transmission Rate (ORT) which is respon-
sible for the conservation of food products, especially veg-
etables packed in plastic film material such as bags or trays.
The OTR may be directly related to the ATR, as the oxygen
content of the air is almost constant. However small fluctua-
tions can occur which are mostly due to local circumstances,
such as temperature and humidity. In view thereof it may be
advantageous to use the OTR-value in stead of the ATR as a
correction factor for the calculation of the perforated surface
area. For this purpose use can be made of the mathematical
models disclosed in the above cited article, Further back-
ground for this can be found in an article of Nazir Mir and
Randolph M. Beaudry with the title Modified Atmosphere
Packaging.

In a number of situations it may even be advisable to use
another parameter which is called the Moisture Volume
Transfer Rate (MVTR), which is also very often dependent on
local circumstances, but which combined with the OTR will
lead to optimal results.

Up till now it was accepted that the ATR, OTR or MVTR is
completely defined by the perforations made in the plastic
film material. In reality each plastic film material has a basis
ATR, OTR and MVTR which is dependent upon the compo-
sition of the film material and its thickness. As a rule these
values of the green film material are generally known to the
supplier of the film material and it is possible to adjust the
complete process of making perforations by taking into
account these green values of the film material. By introduc-
ing these green values in the digital electronic calculator it
becomes possible to adjust the complete calculation and
thereby optimize the number and size of perforations.
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It is obvious that the invention is not restricted to the
described embodiments, but that within the scope of the
claims modifications can be applied without departing from
the inventive concept. So it is possible to use a single perfo-
rating device which means that all perforations are located on
one single line, but otherwise more than one perforating
device may be used as well whereby a more uniform distri-
bution of the perforations can be obtained.

The invention claimed is:

1. A process for making perforations in a plastic film mate-
rial to be used in a package for products prone to decay, in
which a surface area of the perforations made in a defined
surface area of the plastic film material must have a predeter-
mined perforation value, the process comprising steps:

A. making one perforation or a number of perforations in

the defined surface area of the plastic film material,

B. measuring the surface area of the perforation or of the
number of perforations made in step A,

C. calculating the difference between the predetermined
perforation value minus the surface area of all perfora-
tions present in the defined surface area,

D. if the difference is smaller than a first predetermined
reference value, stopping the making of perforations in
the defined surface area of the plastic film material, or if
the difference is larger than the first predetermined ref-
erence value repeating the steps A to C until the differ-
ence is at most equal to the first predetermined reference
value, and

. if the difference is smaller than a second predetermined
reference value but larger than the first predetermined
reference value, steps A to C are repeated but the surface
area of the perforation or of the number of perforations
is made smaller.

2. A process according to claim 1, wherein the defined
surface area of the plastic film material is equal to a total
surface area of plastic film material used in one said package.

3. A process according to claim 1, wherein the defined
surface area of the plastic film is equal to a total surface area
of plastic film material which in an ultimate package may
come into contact with contents of the package.

4. A process according to claim 1, wherein the measured
surface area of the perforation or of the number of perfora-
tions is adjusted taking into account an air transfer rate (ATR)
based upon a shape and surface area of each individual per-
foration.

5. A process according to claim 1, wherein the predeter-
mined perforation value is expressed as an oxygen transmis-
sion rate (OTR)-value and/or moisture volume transfer rate
(MVTRU)-value and the measured surface area of the perfo-
rations in the defined surface area of the plastic film material
is also converted into an OTR-value and/or MVTR-value.

6. A process according to claim 5, wherein the OTR-value
and/or MVTR-value of the plastic film material as such is
used for correcting the calculation of the difference.

7. A process according to claim 5, wherein the OTR-value
and/or MVTR-value of any other material used in the ultimate
package and which may be in contact with the products in the
package is used for correcting the calculation of the differ-
ence.

8. A process according to claim 1, wherein the perforations
are made by at least one laser beam.

9. A process according to claim 8, wherein an intensity of
at least one laser beam is controlled as a function of the
calculated difference.

10. A process according to claim 1, wherein the predeter-
mined value of the surface area of the perforation or the
number of perforations in the defined surface area of the
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plastic film material is based upon a measurement of a respi-
ration of a product to be packaged.

11. A process according to claim 4, wherein an OTR-value
and/or an MVTR-value of the plastic film material as such is
used for correcting the calculation of the difference.

12. A process according to claim 4, wherein an OTR-value
and/or an MVTR-value of any other material used in an
ultimate package and which may be in contact with the prod-
ucts in the package is used for correcting the calculation of the
difference.

13. A process for making perforations in a plastic film
material to be used in a package for products prone to decay,
in which a surface area of the perforations made in a defined
surface area of the plastic film material must have a predeter-
mined perforation value, the process comprising steps:

A. making one perforation or a number of perforations in

the defined surface area of the plastic film material,

B. measuring the surface area of the perforation or of the
number of perforations made in step A,

C. calculating the difference between the predetermined
perforation value minus the surface area of all perfora-
tions present in the defined surface area,

D. if the difference is smaller than a first predetermined
reference value, stopping the making of perforations in
the defined surface area of the plastic film material, or if
the difference is larger than the first predetermined ref-
erence value repeating the steps A to C until the differ-
ence is at most equal to the first predetermined reference
value, and

E. if the difference is smaller than a second predetermined
reference value but larger than the first predetermined
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value, steps A to C are repeated but the surface area of the
perforation or of the number of perforations is made
smaller and

wherein step B comprises the steps of:

B1. making at least one photographic picture of one or

more perforations made, and

B2. determining the surface area of each said perforation

made based on the at least one photographic picture
made in step B1.

14. A process according to claim 13, wherein the defined
surface area of the plastic film material is equal to a total
surface area of plastic film material used in one said package.

15. A process according to claim 13, wherein the defined
surface area of the plastic film is equal to a total surface area
of plastic film material which in an ultimate package may
come into contact with contents of the package.

16. A process according to claim 13, wherein step B2
further comprises calculating a surface area of one said per-
foration pictured in the photograph based upon the photo-
graphic picture of that perforation.

17. A process according to claim 13, wherein step B2
further comprises determining the surface area of one said
perforation pictured in the photograph from a comparison of
the photographic picture of that perforation with a number of
standard perforations and based upon that comparison iden-
tifying which standard perforation is closest to the photo-
graphic picture of the one said perforation and defining a
surface area of the one said perforation as being equal to a
surface area of the identified closest standard perforation.
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